The role of the urologist in the management of female sexual dysfunctions.
The present minireview is aimed at investigating the association between female sexual dysfunction and urinary incontinence or lower urinary tract symptoms, two of the most frequently encountered urological disorders. Sexual dysfunction in women is a multifactorial and multidimensional condition combining several biological, psychological, medical, interpersonal and social components. According to the National Health and Social Life Survey, approximately 43% of American women suffer from sexual disorders. There have been few investigations about the prevalence and predictors of female sexual function or sexual dysfunction across Europe. Based on everyday clinical practice and according to the most recent peer-reviewed publications, there is a critical correlation between urogynaecological conditions and women's sexual disorders. Interestingly, an increasing number of papers have raised the issue of women's sexual function in patients who have undergone urogynaecological radical pelvic surgery for urological malignancies. The role of the urologist in treating the couple covers the third part of this paper, and attempts to show the significant correlation between the presence of any female sexual dysfunction and so-called patient-partner satisfaction. This minireview underlines the significant role of the urologist in the management of female sexual dysfunctions, mainly in women with urogynaecological disorders. Evaluation by the patient's partner and its impact on urological patients has also been stressed.